
Notices
Upcoming events

March 12, 2014 
Storm Spotter 
Class In Jefferson
6:30pm

March 16, 2014
TCARC Swapfest 
at Jefferson Fair 
Grounds

April 5, 2014 
AES Manufacturer's 
Day - 9am to 3pm. 

May 15, 2014 
SIMCOM in 
Oshkosh

May 16-18 2014
Dayton Hamvention
2014

June 28-29, 2014
Field Day

August 23, 2014 
Yellow Thunder 
Amateur Radio 
Club "Circus City
Swapfest" Badger 
Steam & Gas En-
gine Club Prop-
erty on Sand Rd 
between Baraboo &
Wisconsin Dells.

Conference Photos

The photos from the 2013  ARES/Races Convention are now on the 
website!
Go to http://www.wi-aresraces.org/ and select “Conferences from the 
menu at the top of the page.

If you have photos that you think would be good additions to the 
display, please forward them, to:
k9rwe@wi-aresraces.org

Skywarn

Repeaters Doing Weather Nets

A Wisconsin state wide database of mostly ham radio repeaters hosting
Skywarn/weather nets has been managed and maintained by the Milwaukee
Area Skywarn Association for over 15 years. In preparing for the 2014
weather season we need your help to update and verify it's accuracy. 
This also includes on-line audio streaming.

This list which goes into a national database also helps local clubs 
promote their activities, and attract new members interested in 
public service. More importantly, having accurate and current 
listings are essential to any emergency responders communication 
plans.

Please share this message with club owners, net controllers, and 
Skywarn managers.

FREQ LIST for corrections/updates:
http://www.mke-skywarn.org/radio.html

Regards,

Skip Voros WD9HAS
Executive Director

.
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Jefferson County
The weather spotting class in Jefferson County is March 12 at 6:30 pm at the
Jefferson County Fair Activity Center.  Registration is due by March 7.  
Registration is through Jefferson County Emergency Management at 920-674-
8674 and leave a message or email embucholz@jeffersoncountywi.gov.   

There is an elusive fox on the output frequency on 145.490 repeater.  Mutual
aid may be needed to locate the source of the data signals.  Stay tuned.

Field Day will be at a new location this year.  The new location is Upper 
Rock Lake Park in Jefferson County.

Reminder: Jefferson County ARES monthly meetings are the second Tuesday at 
the Fort Atkinson Police Department.

We are also starting to incorporate social media as we plan for public 
service events.

Sauk County
I hope this finds everyone well as we trudge on through the colder-than-
average winter. I would like to bring some good news pertaining to our event 
and activation communication capabilities here in Sauk Co. 

A short while back we were fortunate enough to have a pair of FM UHF repeaters
donated to our group. I am a mobile service technician and work on electric 
material handling equipment for a living and happened to notice one of these 
repeaters laying on a pallet in storage at one of my customers. I inquired 
about it and it turns out that the customer had recently upgraded their busi-
ness radios to be narrow-band compliant and this repeater would no longer be 
utilized. After a few emails back and forth, my contact at the customer got 
permission to donate not one, but two of these units to the Sauk Co ARES/RACES
group. 

The repeaters are Kenwood TKR-850 commercial units capable of outputting
40w of power. They came complete with power supply and duplexer all enclosed 
within their 19” rack-mount cases. The units also feature the ability to tie 
into 12v battery backup power via a separate terminal strip on the back panel.

We were hoping to use these repeaters as portable event and localized 
activation communication devices for situations when running simplex on porta-
ble radios (HTs) just wouldn’t quite work. After talking with a frequency co-
ordinator at WAR and explaining our situation, he was able to point us to two 
UHF repeater pairs in the 70cm band that were designated as open, unprotected 
pairs to be used for temporary repeater setup or emergency communications. 
Steve Schulze (N9UDO) and the good folks at Pointon Communications were able 
to re-tune and reprogram the radios and duplexers in each of these units to 
work on the unprotected repeater frequency pairs.

.
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We recently provided communications services for the Winterfest 5k Fun 
Run event, held in Baraboo on February first. The Baraboo Parks and Recreation
department puts on this annual event and this is the second year we have been 
asked to help with the run. After a few communications tests, we decided to 
park a vehicle in an elevated location central to the race route and run one 
of the repeaters on battery power with a magnet-mount dual-band antenna on the
roof of the vehicle. This proved to work extremely well as we had uninter-
rupted and crystal clear full radio coverage during the event for everyone who
was operating on portable (HT) radios.

We also made a purchase of five of the inexpensive Baofeng brand UV-5RA 
portable radios for operator use and plan to keep these radios programmed with
a uniform frequency set, including the frequencies for the two portable re-
peaters and our other commonly used simplex and repeater frequencies. We used 
some of them for the Winterfest 5k event and they proved to work very well.

That’s a recap of the new radio gear that we have available to us to 
further prepare us to serve the community and be prepared to effectively and 
efficiently communicate in times of need. 

Looking into spring (hopefully it’s coming), we plan to touch on some 
Skywarn training to prepare ourselves for the severe weather season and hope 
to perform a few communications drills and other activities over the summer.

Bidding you 73 from Sauk County,
Matt Noll, KC9UPE
Emergency Coordinator, Sauk County ARES/RACES

Waukesha County
What happens at your meetings? Meetings are a way for us to get together in 
person, have discussions, go over training ideas and methods, and over all, 
get to know our members more.
As an ARES/RACES member, it is in my best interest to always be prepared 
should I ever be called to assist in an activation. This means having a "go-
kit" ready and waiting on standby. A "go-kit" can mean more than just clothes,
toiletries and other incidentals that are packed in a duffel bag, or suitcase.
We have at our means, our radios as well. Do you have a "go-kit" for your 
radios and other electronics that you may bring with?
As an idea for a meeting night, why not have a "Craft Night" and make 
equipment for your radio go-kits? Use Anderson Power Poles to make battery 
clamps, cigarette lighter, extension cord, and fuses.
These are just a few ideas that can be made in one night. So set a date with 
your group, and make some radio go kit equipment. This is a great way for the 
newer members in your group to get experience with making their own equipment 
for their go kits.

73,
Heather Schulz, KC9QXD

.



Brown County
I would appreciate it if you could please pass this along the information 
below to the County ECs in each district for distribution to their members,
radio clubs and anyone that might be interested in volunteering this year 
for the 2014 Cellcom-Green Bay Marathon on Sunday, May 18th from 6:30am-
2:30pm.

In addition to the 27 people from 11 counties that volunteered last year, 
we are in need of an additional 25-35 or more people due to course changes 
(see the information below for details)! This is the 15th Anniversary of 
the Cellcom-Green Bay Marathon and is going to be an exciting and fun event
for us! Volunteers need to sign up as soon as possible (especially those  
driving more than an hour) and obtain more information on the Cellcom-
Marathon-ARES website. It's growing, and along with it it the role Amateur 
Radio is playing, It's a great way to put the skills we've learned in ARES 
to practical use. It's also a perfect opportunity to get some air time with
the media!

If you have any questions, fell free to email or call me.
Thank you in advance,

Dennis L. Carr – KC9OIS
Cellcom-Green Bay Marathon - (May 16-18, 2014)
Amateur Radio Communications Volunteer Coordinator
http://groupspaces.com/Cellcom-Marathon-ARES/

[Editor's note: There is also a link on the State website with a little 
more information.
http://www.wi-aresraces.org 

Dunn County
Dunn County’'s volunteer ARES/RACES  communications team had another active
year in 2013. Conservatively, 1071 volunteer man hours were logged over 
more than 59 events. The category break-down follows:

Training: 820 hours---28 events.
Served Agency/ Public Service: 89 hours--- 19 events.
Emergency Operations: 162 hours---12 events.

During our first Thursday of the month nets we practice using Radiograms, 
review our calendar of events, and talk about challenges some of us may 
have with our radios.

We get together in formal meetings most even numbered months to review ICS 
materials, learn about HF opportunities (most of us operate on 2 meters), 
and take the National Weather Service Skywarn training offered by the 
Chanhassen NWS staff. We include spouses and invited guests to our June and
December gatherings to show off our trade and have good food and 
conversation.

Each year our local newspaper, The Dunn County News, publishes our 
submitted materials on the year’s events, our participation in SET, 
communications for local events, Halloween Patrol, CROP Walk, Boyceville 
summer events, etc. 

John C. Wagner (715-235-6271) KB9ULF
 Dunn County ARES/RACES Emergency Coordinator

.
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 Assistant West Central Wisconsin District ARES/RACES Emergency 
Coordinator.

{Editors Note: The complete Dunn County Year End Report is available at the
State website on the Dunn County page.]

ARES Conference Committee

The conference committee would like your input.  How would you feel 
about a two day conference in the future?   What would you like to 
see?  Ask these questions at your next meetings and take an informal
poll, and let us know. Your responses individual and group can be 
sent to the newsletter address.

SKYWARN

With severe weather season now just weeks away and the first couple 
of severe weather events occurring across the country, its time to 
learn a new term for severe weather spotting- ACES.

ACES stands for Awareness, Communication, Escape Routes, and Safety 
Zones. With the Help of SpotterNetwork, the NWS Skywarn program has 
released 10 tips for being a safe storm spotter.

1. Your safety is your number one priority. It trumps all other 
reporting objectives. You can always be a spotter another day if you 
remember this rule. As the spotter community unfortunately saw last 
year, when you take calculated risks while observing storms, sometimes
the risks are not worth the outcome. Always be safe and come back 
another day. Timely and accurate reports can help other to be safe 
too.

2. Always following the directions of any public safety officials. If 
asked to leave, move. Spotter are vital to public safety, but we are 
not public safety officials or first responders and as such should 
obey all applicable laws and directives.

3. Always follow the concepts of "ACES”. To some of us, "ACES" may be 
a new concept, but a practice we all have been doing from the 
beginning of time when Skywarn started. ACES stands for Awareness, 
Communication, Escape Routes, and Safety Zones.

A. Always be AWARE of your surroundings and use all available means to
keep yourself aware of the weather situation.

B. Always have means of COMMUNICATION. NOAA Weather Radio, Amateur 
Radio, Cell Phones, internet.

C. Always have at least two ESCAPE ROUTES between you and safe 
shelter. Practice the routes and know how long it will take you to get
there at different times of the day. Know that road conditions change 
if you are a mobile spotter. What if there is a traffic jam or 
accident? What are your alternatives? If a stationary spotter, where 
will you go at your location? Is the route to it unblocked? Is it 
unlocked?

D. Finally, at the end of your escape route, you need a SAFETY ZONE, a
place of shelter from the severe weather. It could be storm shelter, a
basement, an interior closet or bathroom without windows. Regardless 
of what it is, just like for fires, you have to have a plan and 
practice it.

.



4. Always activate Emergency Services before making a spotter report 
if the report includes damage or injuries. Don't delay the call to 
911. In a true emergency, use whatever means necessary to get your 
report to law enforcement/fire/ems. This will also get the message to 
Emergency Management. Once you make that report, then contact the NWS 
so they can warn people downstream in the next community or county.

5. Never place yourself in a position to be overrun by or unprotected 
from a storm. See Tip #1.

6. Always be aware of what is above you. Lightning is one of 
thunderstorms biggest killers. Lightning likes tall objects such as 
trees, telephone poles, even the antennas on our vehicles. Don't make 
yourself or stand/park next to a tall object. You may becomes 
lightning's next target. Also remember that tall objects, like trees, 
like to come down in the winds of the storms. Be aware of things 
around you that could be moved or carried around in a storm.

7. NEVER, EVER enter a flooded roadway by foot or vehicle. It's not 
necessary to do so to report how deep the water is. Flooding is the #1
killer annually from thunderstorms. Remember the saying, "Turn Around,
Don't Drown."

8. Treat all down wires as energized. It may not be a power line, but 
most wires are aluminum or copper, which conduct electricity well. If 
there is a short between the lines, you could be electrocuted. Stay 
away from and be on the lookout for downed lines.

9. Always obey all state, federal, local, and tribal laws and 
regulations. They are there for a reason. Practice defensive driving 
if mobile spotting. Match your driving speed and following distances 
with road conditions. Speed limits are set for dry summer conditions, 
not wet conditions. And before spotting, be sure that you are mentally
and physically ready. It will help you make good decisions and keep 
you safe.

10. Keep safe if working anywhere near a roadway. Establish a "Hot 
Zone." A "Hot Zone" is anywhere within 25 feet of a roadway or other 
area where there could be traffic. Many people are killed or severely 
injured every year while working within the "Hot Zone" by being struck
by other vehicles. Try and avoid parking or standing near this area 
while spotting storms. Motorists are naturally attracted to flashing 
lights. Your vehicle may have more lights on it than a 1970's disco, 
but that may make you more likely to be hit than if you were to have 
no flashing lights at all. Most states require the use of a ANSI 
approved reflective safety vest if you are within the "Hot Zone".  
Your yellow ARES Reflective vests usually meet these standards. Check 
the tag on the vest to verify. Best bet of all is to not stop anywhere
near the "Hot Zone". Instead, park off the street in a parking lot.  
That will keep you out of the "Hot Zone" all together.

By Following these 10 tips, you and your fellow spotters will have a 
safety, more enjoyable storm season. Feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions about being a Skywarn spotter for the National 
Weather Service.

Spotter training classes are in progress and I hope all of you will 
take the time to come to a training class this Spring. 

 73

Gregg Schulz, EC

Waukesha County, WI

.



Sunday:
8:00 AM  WI ARES/RACES   3967.0 kHz
9:00 AM  Kewanee Co.      146.805  PL 146.2
6:30 PM  Waushara Co.      147.285  PL 123.0
7:00 PM  Fond Du Lac       145.430  PL  97.4
7:00 PM  Grant Co.            147.360   PL  CA
7:00 PM  Green Co.            145.110  PL 123.0
7:00 PM  Oneida Co.          146.940  PL  114.8
7:00 PM  Sauk Co.              147.315  PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Winnebago Co.    147.240  PL  107.2
7:30 PM  Lincoln Co.         145.430  PL  114.8
7:30 PM  Calumet Co.        147.300  PL  107.2
7:30 PM  Marquette Co.     146.745  PL  123.0
8:00 PM Outagamie Co.     146.655  PL  100.0
8:15 PM  Waupaca Co.       147.390  PL  118.8
8:30 PM  Tri Co.  ARES (Marinette Co,  Oconto Co, and 
Menominee Co. MI)           145.470  PL  114.8
9:00 PM  Richland Co.       146.910  PL  131.8

Monday:
7:00 PM  St. Croix Co.      145.130  PL  110.9
7:30 PM  Dodge Co.          146.640  PL  123.0
8:00 PM  Shawano Co.      147.225  PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Marathon Co.     146.820  PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Walworth Co.     146.865  PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Milwaukee Co.   147.165  PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Polk Co.             147.195  PL  110.9
8:30 PM  Waukesha Co.    444.125  PL  127.3

Tuesday:
0000-2400 State Winlink Net  wb9rqr@winlink.org 
7:00 PM   Manitowac Co.   146.610   PL    107.2
7:00 PM   Rock Co.             145.450   PL    123.0
7:00 PM  Wood Co.           146.790   PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Barron Co.         443.650   PL  110.9
8:00 PM  Portage Co.        146.670   PL  114.8
8:00 PM  Watertown         146.460   SIMPLEX

Wednesday:
7:00 PM  Ashland Co.       146.550  PL  CA
7:00 PM  Bayfield Co.      146.550  PL  CA
7:00 PM Juneau Co.          146.850  PL  CA   (1st Wed. of Month)
7:00 PM  Kenosha Co.      145.450  SIMPLEX
8:00 PM  Dane Co.           147.150  PL  123.0
8:00 PM  Jefferson Co.     145.490  PL  123.0
8:00 PM Racine Co.          147.270  PL  CA
8:30 PM  Clark Co.           146.775  PL  114.8
8:45 PM  Jackson Co.       145.390  PL  131.8
9:00 PM  Price Co.            147.00    PL  110.9

9:00 PM  Sawyer  Co.       147.045  PL  110.9
9:00 PM  Washburn Co.    146.655  PL  110.9

Thursday:
6:30 PM  Florence Co.     146.850   PL  CA
7:00 PM Dunn Co.           146.685   PL  100.9 (1st Thursday of 
Month)
7:00 PM  Adams Co.        147.030   PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Columbia Co.    147.015  PL  123.0
7:00 PM  Ozaukee Co.      147.330  PL  127.3
8:00 PM  Sheboygan Co.  443.225  PL  107.2
8:15 PM  Washington       147.210   PL  127.3
9:00 PM  Vernon Co.        145.170  PL  131.8

Saturday:
11:00 AM  Washington       147.210   PL  127.3
For any corrections or to have your ARES/RACES net added to 
the list, please contact the newsletter staff at  the information 
below.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

The newsletter is published the first week of every other month. 
Articles, ideas, photos, and events should be submitted no later 
than  the 25th of the previous month, unless in the event of an 
emergency or major drill.  We welcome articles, ideas, photos, 
events, and
stories from every ARES/RACES member throughout the State of
WI.  

Please submit all newsletter articles, photos, stories, ideas, and 
events to:
newsletter@wi-aresraces.org
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